
Guiding questions for studying graphs

1. Look at your graph and use these questions as a guide to interpretation.

a. What is being measured?

b. If there are two factors, what is being compared?

c. What are the units of measurement? 

d. If this is a time series, what is the length of time?

e. Describe the general pattern of values for the time span

f. What is the range of values?  

g. What part of the graph appears to have the greatest variation? 

h. What part has the least variation? 

i. If the graph compares two factors or data sets, how are the patterns alike and different?

2.   What might cause the variations you observed? Think about factors that influence this parameter, and how they might change.

3.   How might the variability in this parameter affect organisms living in the estuary?  Consider plants, plankton, invertebrates such as crabs or worms which live on the bottom, and fish.
4.  What questions do you have about this graph? For example, would data from another parameter help explain the variation in this graph? List questions below.

5.  What additional information do you need to answer your questions?
Additional questions:
