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COSEE-West lecture, November 19, 2004

“Hands-on Learning in the Ballona Wetlands”
Homework assignment for COSEE-West Professional Development Series

(For UCLA Extension and/or LAUSD Salary Point credit)

Research a conservation or environmental issue related to the lecture topic.

Write a one paragraph summary (approx. 250-300 words) on the issue, including the role of scientific research in addressing the issue (i.e., what are scientists doing to address the problem or answer the important questions?).  

Does any of the science related to this issue correlate with your grade level standards?  
If so, how?

Cite all of your information sources and references, including web site URLs (addresses), authors and dates, at the bottom of the page so others can look them up if they want.

Turn in your homework at the next COSEE lecture that you attend (or at the next workshop if you have finished by then.)

Examples of environmental issues relevant to wetlands:

· Destruction of coastal wetlands leading to nitrogen fertilizer runoff and the Gulf of Mexico dead zone

· Failure of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to rigorously apply Clean Water Act standards to wetlands permitting
· General unsuccessfulness of wetland mitigation projects (building new wetlands) 
· Threats to waterfowl and shorebird populations with the loss of wetlands
· Threats to reptiles, amphibians, and rare plant communities with the loss of wetlands
· Impacts on wetlands with the 2001 U.S. Supreme Court SWANCC decision
· Declining prairie potholes and headwater stream environments (and other rare environments) in wetlands

· Detrimental effects of mining (e.g. waste) on wetlands

· Increased threats to public health from the destruction of wetlands (e.g. from contaminated drinking water, build-up of pollutants)

· Impacts/successes/failures of many various programs (e.g. Swampbuster, WRP, Farm Bill Legislation) surrounding agriculture’s role in the destruction of wetlands

