Homework assignment for COSEE-West Professional Development Series

(For UCLA Extension and/or LAUSD Salary Point credit)

Research a conservation or environmental issue related to the lecture topic.

Write a one paragraph summary (approx. 250-300 words) on the issue, including the role of scientific research in addressing the issue (i.e., what are scientists doing to address the problem or answer the important questions?).  

Does any of the science related to this issue correlate with your grade level standards?  
If so, how?

Cite all of your information sources and references, including web site URLs (addresses), authors and dates, at the bottom of the page so others can look them up if they want.

Turn in your homework at the next COSEE lecture that you attend (or at the next workshop if you have finished by then.)

Examples of environmental issues relevant to whales:

· Impacts of Low Frequency Active (LFA) Sonar on whales
· Effects of geologic seismic surveys on whales
· High PCB levels in orcas and other whales
· Impacts of shipping and ferry traffic on whales
· DNA fingerprinting of whale meat sold in Japan for human consumption
· Impacts of industry and development on whales in the Gulf of California and Eastern Pacific
· Declining plankton populations in the N. Atlantic

· Entanglement in fishing gear

· Whale watching/tourism industries
· Native American whale fishing rights and/or other cultural practices

