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Definition of pH:

pH (potential of Hydrogen) is the measure of the acidity of a solution OR

pH = -log10[H+] (in words, the pH value is the negative logarithm, based on 10, of the hydrogen ion concentration).

• A change in 1 unit of pH means a 10-fold change in H+ concentration.

• The pH scale ranges from 0 to 14.  A solution with pH of 7 is neutral (i.e., the [H+] = [OH-] in solution).

Talking about the pH scale:
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NOTES:
• “Acidic” and “basic” describe solutions.

• “Acid” and “base” describe compounds and ions.


A compound that is an acid can donate H+; one that is a base can accept H+.

