What is Community or Citizen Science?

Community or Citizen science is a term used for the systematic collection and analysis of data; testing of natural phenomena; and the dissemination of these activities in collaboration by school groups, members of the community with scientific researchers.  Individual citizen science volunteers or networks of volunteers, many of whom may have no specific scientific training, perform or manage research-related tasks such as observation, measurement, or computation.  Together the endeavor becomes a community science investigation.  
The use of citizen-science networks often allows scientists to accomplish research objectives more feasibly than would otherwise be possible. More observations increase data sets and provide early detection of phenomena.  In addition, these projects aim to promote public engagement with the research, and increase understanding of science in general.   

Citizen science is related to long-standing programs employing volunteer monitoring for natural resource management, and is often employed as a form of education and outreach to promote public understanding of science. In recent years, however, citizen science projects are becoming increasingly focused on benefits to the scientific research.

The current form of citizen science, which has evolved over the past two decades, places more emphasis on scientifically sound practices and measurable goals for public education than similar historical efforts. Modern citizen science differs from its historical forms primarily in the access for, and subsequent scale of, public participation; technology is credited as one of the main drivers of the recent explosion of citizen science activity.
“Projects that engage the public in making observations and collecting and recording data”

Washington Sea Grant, Washington State University Extension 
and the Citizen Science Advisory Panel

“Projects in which volunteers partner with scientists to answer real-world questions”

Citizen Science Central, Cornell Lab of Ornithology

“A contract between scientists and citizens to collect, verify, analyze and report out from rigorous, high quality data of direct relevance to natural resource management, conservation and environmental health and quality”

Coastal Observation And Seabird Survey Team (COASST)

“The involvement of nonscientists in scientific research”

Prysby and Oberhauser 2004

“A lay person's observations or research.”

“Trained volunteers assisting scientists in projects.”

“Engaging the general public to collect data useful for scientific analysis and interpretation.”

“Increasing the awareness of how the science of nature effects the citizens who live in and near different natural ecosystems.”

“My application, in the field, of your academic knowledge.”

“citizens working with established agencies and organizations to collect data, monitor sites and conduct & share regular observations to expand the knowledge base of natural resource management.”

“unpaid volunteer science”
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