School, Family or Youth Involvement
http://scistarter.com/  - A list of options for getting started from simple efforts to more complex involvement. You pick the region and type of activity then options are listed.
http://www.Cit.Sci.org  - enter your study and data with other citizen scientists

http://www.nhm.org/site/activities-programs/community-science  Butterfly survey, lost lizards survey, lost ladybugs survey, spider survey – families and individuals can share their observations with the scientists at the Los Angeles Natural History Museum
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/  - Annual event: Great American backyard bird count, Feb 17 – 20, 2012
What do the community participants do? Spend 15 minutes (or more) counting birds. Record the numbers and species that you see and submit the data.

What do the scientists do? This annual snapshot of bird populations and distribution allows scientists to track changes in distribution, declines in populations, and shifts in the timing of migration.
http://www.secchidipin.org/index.html - Annual one day Secchi Dip-In - this volunteer effort has tracked transparency data and trends are shown for any site with data collected for over 5 years.  The data and analysis are available to use.
http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org/  - World water monitoring day; http://water.epa.gov/type/rsl/monitoring/monitoringmonth.cfm.  Effort was developed to raise awareness and provide education about water quality.  Provides a year in review snapshot.  Lesson plans available.

http://watch.birds.cornell.edu/nest/home/index - Nest watch - monitoring trends, nesting phenology and bird behavior

http://watch.birds.cornell.edu/nest/home/index - learn how to observe a nest without disturbing it and become aware of who nest in your area.

What do the community participants do? Monitor birds’ nests that you find in your area. Use resources on the website to read up on identifying nests and eggs and what information to record.

What do the scientists do? The reproductive success of many bird species can monitored using the submitted data. Records submitted on paper over the past 40 years are being added to the database, creating a long-term picture of bird breeding and distribution.

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pigeonwatch/index.html  - Project pigeon watch

what do the community participants do? Observations made by PigeonWatchers counting the different color morphs and recording the colors of courting pigeons in many different cities 
What do the scientists do?  scientists compile the information and use it to examine  questions of scientific interest. Including: why pigeons continue to exist in so many colors and which color morphs pigeons prefer for mates.
https://ebird.org/ebird/CheckUserLogin - upload bird observations in your region year-round

http://whatsinvasive.com/  Monitoring invasive species with smartphone

http://neoninc.org/budburst/ - Project Budburst – help identify life cycle events in a selected plant, helps to show regional changes.  Lesson plans available.

What do the community partiicpants do? Learn about phenology, the timing of life-cycle events. Select a plant to monitor and record the date of events such as the first leaf, the end of flowering, or the first ripe fruit.

What do the scientists do? Data collected through this and other projects helps scientists understand how climate change is affecting phenology and how changes in phenology can affect ecosystems.

http://www.neoninc.org/  - impacts of climate change across the United States, land use, impacts of invasive species on biodiversity, 

http://marylandsciencecenter.org/exhibits/c3.html - upcoming opportunities with climate change

http://www.aza.org/frogwatch/  - help monitor amphibians which are especially sensitive to climate change.
What do the community participants do? Use resources on the website to learn about the frogs and toads in your area and train yourself to recognize their calls. Choose a site to monitor and record the species that you hear there.

What do the scientists do? The data collected by this project can be used to monitor frog and toad populations, species diversity, and other information that can help inform conservation efforts.

http://www.galaxyzoo.org/ - help explore the universe

What do the community participants do? Look at pictures of galaxies on the website and classify them based on characteristics such as smooth vs. rounded, spiral vs. not spiral, and so forth.

What do the scientists do? The database of volunteer-generated classifications of galaxy characteristics has been used to answer (and raise) questions such as whether more spiral galaxies tend to rotate clockwise or counter-clockwise. New objects spotted in the photos by citizen scientists have been the subject of follow-up investigations, including a mysterious object first noticed by a teacher. 

http://qcn.stanford.edu/ - become part of a global network of earthquake sensors using your computer.  The accelerometer in your laptop can act as an earthquake sensor.  Lesson plans are available.

More options: http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit
Require teacher training to fully participate

http://globe.gov/about  global learning observations to benefit the environment

· community HABwatch

http://limpetsmonitoring.org/ Long-term Monitoring Program and Experiential Training for Students

What do the community participants do? Monitor the distribution and abundance of key species in rocky intertidal or sandy beach habitats. Students gain valuable experience with data collection methods including vertical transects and random quadrats.

What do the scientists do? Regular monitoring helps scientists understand how key species are distributed around the Bay Area, and to track impacts of human activity and natural events (such as large storms).

Heal the Bay’s MPA Watch
Volunteers collect data while walking along the most beautiful beaches of Malibu. Volunteers must enjoy hiking/walking/being outdoors, must be at least 15 years old, and must complete 4 surveys per month on their own schedule.
