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The Cabrillo Marine Aquarium and COSEE-West 
present a free workshop and lecture 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 

at the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium 
3720 Stephen White Drive, San Pedro, California 90731 

TIME: 8:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 
Right now in southern California, hundreds of people are taking part in the Marine Life 
Protection Act Initiative process to design a series of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) off our 
coast from Point Conception to the Mexico border, which may include waters around offshore 
islands.  This process has been completed in two other sections of central California’s coastal 
waters.  Why do we need MPAs?  What are they for?  How are they supposed to work?  Where 
will they be and how is that decided?  Who will decide that?  How will it affect my favorite 
fishing hole, SCUBA diving spot, and my uncle who is a commercial fisherman? 

Join us for Dr. Christopher Lowe’s lecture entitled “The MLPA is coming to Southern 
California!” starting at 1:00 PM in the Olguin Auditorium. Dr. Lowe will try to answer these 
questions and talk about some of his research on the home range of fishes, how they utilize 
different habitats and why this is important to know when deciding where to put MPAs and how 
large to make them. 

A few words from Dr. Lowe about himself: 
I grew up on Martha’s Vineyard, where I spent a vast majority of my misspent youth fishing and 
diving. Coming from a long line of commercial fishermen, I chose to cross over to the dark side 
and go to school for marine biology rather than fish for a living. I received my B.A. in marine 
biology at Barrington College, my M.S. in biology at Cal. State Univ. Long Beach, and my Ph.D. 
in Zoology at the Univ. of Hawaii. In 1998, I was hired as a professor of marine biology at Cal. 
State Univ. Long Beach where I run the CSULB Shark Lab. Over the last 20 years I have used 
and developed acoustic telemetry techniques to study the movements, behavior, and physiology 
of sharks, stingrays and gamefishes. Much of my recent research has focused on quantifying the 
ecological importance of offshore petroleum platforms, the effects of catch and release practices 
on gamefishes, and techniques to optimize MPA design. 

 

There is no charge for this workshop. 
Lunch will be provided for registered participants. 

Professional Development hours may be documented. 
Space is limited!  To register, contact the UCLA COSEE-West office: 

email: cosee.west@gmail.com tel: 310-206-8247 

For directions to Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, visit www.cabrilloaq.org/dmap.html 
Parking is free for participants. Bring your parking stub to the Aquarium for 

validation. 


